
The Book of 



 Ruth sa id ,  “Don ’ t  u rge

me to  leave you ,  and to

return  f rom fo l lowing

you ,  fo r  where  you go ,  I

w i l l  go ;  and where  you

stay ,  I  w i l l  stay .  Your

peop le  w i l l  be  my

people ,  and your  God

my God .  

Ruth 1:16
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Ruth 1
  1  I n  the  days  when the  judges  judged ,  there
was a  famine  in  the  land .  A certa in  man of
Beth lehem Judah went  to  l ive  in  the  country  of
Moab w i th  h i s  w i fe  and h i s  two sons .  2  The name
of  the  man was  E l ime lech ,  and  the  name of  h i s
w i fe  Naomi .  The names of  h i s  two sons  were
Mah lon  and Ch i l i on ,  Ephrath i tes  of  Beth lehem
Judah .  They came into  the  country  of  Moab and
l ived there .  3  E l ime lech ,  Naomi ’ s  husband ,  d ied ;
and  she  was  le f t  w i th  her  two sons .  4  They took
for  themse lves  w ives  of  the  women of  Moab .  The
name of  the  one was  Orpah ,  and  the  name of  the
other  was  Ruth .  They l ived  there  about  ten
years .  5  Mah lon  and Ch i l i on  both  d ied ,  and  the
woman was  bereaved of  her  two ch i ld ren  and of
her  husband .  6  Then she  arose  w i th  her
daughters - in - law,  that  she  m ight  return  f rom the
country  of  Moab ;  for  she  had  heard  in  the
country  of  Moab how the  LORD had v i s i ted  h i s
peop le  in  g iv ing  them bread .  7  She went  out  of
the  p lace  where  she  was ,  and  her  two daughters -
in - law w i th  her .  They went  on  the  way to  return
to  the  land  of  Judah .  8  Naomi  sa id  to  her  two 
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daughters - in - law,  “Go ,  return  each  of  you  to  her
mother ’ s  house .  May the  LORD dea l  k ind ly  w i th
you ,  as  you  have dea l t  w i th  the  dead and w i th
me .  9  May The LORD grant  you  that  you  may f ind
rest ,  each  of  you  in  the  house of  her  husband .”  

  Then she  k i ssed them,  and they l i f ted  up  the i r
vo ices ,  and  wept .  10  They sa id  to  her ,  “No ,  but
we w i l l  return  w i th  you  to  your  peop le . ”

  11  Naomi  sa id ,  “Go back ,  my daughters .  Why do
you want  to  go  w i th  me?  Do I  s t i l l  have sons  in
my womb,  that  they may be your  husbands?    

Notes:
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12  Go back ,  my daughters ,  go  your  way ;  for  I  am
too o ld  to  have a  husband .  I f  I  shou ld  say ,  ‘ I
have hope , ’  i f  I  shou ld  even have a  husband
ton ight ,  and  shou ld  a l so  bear  sons ,  13  wou ld  you
then wa i t  unt i l  they were  grown?  Wou ld  you  then
refra in  f rom hav ing  husbands?  No ,  my daughters ,
for  i t  g r ieves  me ser ious ly  for  your  sakes ,  for
the  LORD’s  hand has  gone out  aga inst  me .”

  14  They l i f ted  up  the i r  vo ices  and wept  aga in ;
then Orpah k i ssed her  mother - in - law,  but  Ruth
stayed w i th  her .  15  She sa id ,  “Beho ld ,  your
s i s ter - i n - law has  gone back to  her  peop le  and to
her  god .  Fo l low your  s i s ter - i n - law .”

  16  Ruth  sa id ,  “Don ’ t  u rge  me to  leave you ,  and
to  return  f rom fo l low ing  you ,  for  where  you  go ,  I
w i l l  go ;  and  where  you  stay ,  I  w i l l  s tay .  Your
peop le  w i l l  be  my peop le ,  and  your  God my God .
17  Where  you  d ie ,  I  w i l l  d ie ,  and  there  I  w i l l  be
bur ied .  May The LORD do so  to  me ,  and  more
a lso ,  i f  anyth ing  but  death  parts  you  and me .”

  18  When Naomi  saw that  she  was  determined to
go w i th  her ,  she  stopped urg ing  her .
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  19  So  they both  went  unt i l  they came to
Beth lehem.  When they had come to  Beth lehem,
a l l  the  c i ty  was  exc i ted  about  them,  and they
asked ,  “ I s  th i s  Naomi?”

  20  She sa id  to  them,  “Don ’ t  ca l l  me Naomi .  Ca l l
me Mara ,  for  the  A lm ighty  has  dea l t  very
b i t ter ly  w i th  me .  21  I  went  out  fu l l ,  and  the
LORD has  brought  me home aga in  empty .  Why do
you ca l l  me Naomi ,  s ince  the  LORD has  test i f i ed
aga inst  me ,  and  the  A lm ighty  has  af f l i c ted  me?”
22  So  Naomi  returned ,  and  Ruth  the  Moab i tess ,
her  daughter - in - law,  w i th  her ,  who returned out
of  the  country  of  Moab .  They came to  Beth lehem
in  the  beg inn ing  of  bar ley  harvest .
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Ruth 2
 1  Naomi  had  a  re lat ive  of  her  husband ’s ,  a
m ighty  man of  wea l th ,  o f  the  fami ly  of
E l ime lech ,  and  h i s  name was  Boaz .  2  Ruth  the
Moab i tess  sa id  to  Naomi ,  “Let  me now go to  the
f ie ld ,  and  g lean  among the  ears  of  gra in  a f ter
h im in  whose s ight  I  f i nd  favor . ”

  She  sa id  to  her ,  “Go ,  my daughter . ”  3  She went ,
and  came and g leaned in  the  f ie ld  af ter  the
reapers ;  and  she  happened to  come to  the
port ion  of  the  f ie ld  be long ing  to  Boaz ,  who was
of  the  fami ly  of  E l ime lech .

  4  Beho ld ,  Boaz  came f rom Beth lehem,  and sa id
to  the  reapers ,  “May The LORD be w i th  you . ”

  They answered h im,  “May The LORD b less  you . ”

  5  Then Boaz  sa id  to  h i s  servant  who was  set
over  the  reapers ,  “Whose young lady i s  th i s?”

 6  The servant  who was  set  over  the  reapers   
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answered ,  “ I t  i s  the  Moab i te  lady who came back
wi th  Naomi  out  of  the  country  of  Moab .  7  She
sa id ,  ‘ P lease  let  me g lean  and gather  af ter  the
reapers  among the  sheaves . ’  So  she  came,  and
has  cont inued even f rom the  morn ing  unt i l  now,
except  that  she  rested a  l i t t le  i n  the  house . ”

  8  Then Boaz  sa id  to  Ruth ,  “L i s ten ,  my daughter .
Don ’ t  go  to  g lean  in  another  f ie ld ,  and  don ’ t  go
from here ,  but  s tay here  c lose  to  my ma idens .  9
Let  your  eyes  be  on  the  f ie ld  that  they reap ,  and
go af ter  them.  Haven ’ t  I  commanded the  young
men not  to  touch  you?  When you are  th i rs ty ,  go  

Notes:
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to  the  vesse ls ,  and  dr ink  f rom that  wh ich  the
young men have drawn .”

  10  Then she  fe l l  on  her  face  and bowed herse l f
to  the  ground ,  and  sa id  to  h im,  “Why have I
found favor  i n  your  s ight ,  that  you  shou ld  take
knowledge of  me ,  s ince  I  am a  fore igner?”

 11  Boaz  answered her ,  “ I  have been to ld  a l l
about  what  you  have done for  your  mother - in - law
s ince  the  death  of  your  husband ,  and  how you
have lef t  your  father ,  your  mother ,  and  the  land
of  your  b i r th ,  and  have come to  a  peop le  that
you d idn ’ t  know before .  12  May the  LORD repay
your  work ,  and  a  fu l l  reward  be  g iven to  you
from the  LORD,  the  God of  I s rae l ,  under  whose
wings  you  have come to  take refuge . ”
 
 13  Then she  sa id ,  “Let  me f ind  favor  i n  your
s ight ,  my lord ,  because you  have comforted me,
and because you  have spoken k ind ly  to  your
servant ,  though I  am not  as  one of  your
servants . ”

 14  At  mea l  t ime Boaz  sa id  to  her ,  “Come here ,
and eat  some bread ,  and  d ip  your  morse l  i n  the
v inegar . ”
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 She  sat  bes ide  the  reapers ,  and  they passed her
parched gra in .  She  ate ,  was  sat i s f ied ,  and  le f t
some of  i t .  15  When she had r i sen  up  to  g lean ,
Boaz  commanded h i s  young men ,  say ing ,  “Let  her
g lean  even among the  sheaves ,  and  don ’ t
reproach  her .  16  A lso  pu l l  out  some for  her  f rom
the bund les ,  and  leave i t .  Let  her  g lean ,  and
don ’ t  rebuke her . ”

 17  So  she  g leaned in  the  f ie ld  unt i l  even ing ;  and
she beat  out  that  wh ich  she  had  g leaned ,  and  i t
was  about  an  ephah of  bar ley .  18  She took i t  up ,
and  went  in to  the  c i ty .  Then her  mother - in - law
saw what  she  had g leaned ;  and  she  brought  out
and gave to  her  that  wh ich  she  had  lef t  a f ter
she had enough .

 19  Her  mother - in - law sa id  to  her ,  “Where  have
you g leaned today?  Where  have you worked?
B lessed be  he  who not i ced  you . ”

 She to ld  her  mother - in - law w i th  whom she had
worked ,  “The man ’s  name w i th  whom I  worked
today i s  Boaz . ”  20  Naomi  sa id  to  her  daughter - in -
law,  “May he  be  b lessed by the  LORD,  who has
not  abandoned h i s  k indness  to  the  l iv ing  and to  
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the  dead . ”  Naomi  sa id  to  her ,  “The man i s  a  c lose
re lat ive  to  us ,  one of  our  near  k insmen .”

 21  Ruth  the  Moab i tess  sa id ,  “Yes ,  he  sa id  to  me ,
‘You  sha l l  s tay  c lose  to  my young men unt i l  they
have f in i shed a l l  my harvest . ’  ”

 22  Naomi  sa id  to  Ruth  her  daughter - in - law,  “ I t  i s
good ,  my daughter ,  that  you  go  out  w i th  h i s
ma idens ,  and  that  they not  meet  you  in  any
other  f ie ld . ”  23  So  she  stayed c lose  to  the
ma idens  of  Boaz ,  to  g lean  to  the  end of  bar ley
harvest  and of  wheat  harvest ;  and  she  l ived  w i th
her  mother - in - law .

Notes:
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Ruth 3
 1  Naomi  her  mother - in - law sa id  to  her ,  “My
daughter ,  sha l l  I  not  seek rest  for  you ,  that  i t
may be  wel l  w i th  you?  2  Now i sn ’ t  Boaz  our
k insman ,  w i th  whose ma idens  you  were?  Beho ld ,
he  w i l l  be  w innowing  bar ley  ton ight  on  the
thresh ing  f loor .  3  Therefore  wash  yourse l f ,
ano int  yourse l f ,  get  dressed ,  and  go  down to  the
thresh ing  f loor ;  but  don ’ t  make yourse l f  known
to the  man unt i l  he  has  f in i shed eat ing  and
dr ink ing .  4  I t  sha l l  be ,  when he  l i es  down,  that
you sha l l  note  the  p lace  where  he  i s  ly ing .  Then
you sha l l  go  in ,  uncover  h i s  feet ,  and  l i e  down .
Then he  w i l l  te l l  you  what  to  do . ”

  5  She sa id  to  her ,  “A l l  that  you  say ,  I  w i l l  do . ”
6  She went  down to  the  thresh ing  f loor ,  and  d id
everyth ing  that  her  mother - in - law to ld  her .  7
When Boaz  had  eaten and drunk ,  and  h i s  heart
was  merry ,  he  went  to  l i e  down at  the  end of  the
heap of  gra in .  She  came soft ly ,  uncovered h i s
feet ,  and  lay  down .  8  At  m idn ight ,  the  man was
start led  and turned h imse l f ;  and  beho ld ,  a  woman
lay at  h i s  feet .  9  He sa id ,  “Who are  you?”
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  She  answered ,  “ I  am Ruth  your  servant .  Therefore
spread the  corner  of  your  garment  over  your
servant ;  for  you  are  a  near  k insman .”

  10  He sa id ,  “You are  b lessed by the  LORD,  my
daughter .  You  have shown more k indness  in  the
lat ter  end than  at  the  beg inn ing ,  because you  d idn ’ t
fo l low young men ,  whether  poor  or  r i ch .  11  Now,
my daughter ,  don ’ t  be  af ra id .  I  w i l l  do  to  you  a l l
that  you  say ;  for  a l l  the  c i ty  of  my peop le  knows
that  you  are  a  worthy woman .  12  Now i t  i s  t rue
that  I  am a  near  k insman .  However ,  there  i s  a
k insman nearer  than  I .  13  Stay th i s  n ight ,  and  in
the  morn ing ,  i f  he  w i l l  per form for  you  the  part  of       

Notes:
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a  k insman ,  good .  Let  h im do the  k insman ’s  duty .
But  i f  he  w i l l  not  do  the  duty  of  a  k insman for
you ,  then I  w i l l  do  the  duty  of  a  k insman for  you ,
as  the  LORD l ives .  L ie  down unt i l  the  morn ing . ”

  14  She lay  at  h i s  feet  unt i l  the  morn ing ,  then
she rose  up  before  one cou ld  d i scern  another .
For  he  sa id ,  “Let  i t  not  be  known that  the  woman
came to  the  thresh ing  f loor . ”  15  He sa id ,  “Br ing
the  mant le  that  i s  on  you ,  and  ho ld  i t . ”  She he ld
i t ;  and  he  measured s ix  measures  of  bar ley ,  and
la id  i t  on  her ;  then he  went  in to  the  c i ty .
 
  16  When she came to  her  mother - in - law,  she
sa id ,  “How d id  i t  go ,  my daughter?”
 
  She  to ld  her  a l l  that  the  man had done for  her .
17  She sa id ,  “He gave me these s ix  measures  of
bar ley ;  for  he  sa id ,  ‘Don ’ t  go  empty to  your
mother - in - law . ’  ”

  18  Then she  sa id ,  “Wa i t ,  my daughter ,  unt i l  you
know what  w i l l  happen ;  for  the  man w i l l  not  rest
unt i l  he  has  sett led  th i s  today .”
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Ruth 4
  1  Now Boaz  went  up  to  the  gate  and sat  down
there .  Beho ld ,  the  near  k insman of  whom Boaz
spoke came by .  Boaz  sa id  to  h im,  “Come over
here ,  f r iend ,  and  s i t  down !”  He  came over ,  and
sat  down .  2  Boaz  took ten  men of  the  e lders  of
the  c i ty ,  and  sa id ,  “S i t  down here , ”  and  they sat
down .  3  He sa id  to  the  near  k insman ,  “Naomi ,
who has  come back out  of  the  country  of  Moab ,
i s  se l l i ng  the  parce l  of  l and ,  wh ich  was  our
brother  E l ime lech ’s .  4  I  thought  I  shou ld  te l l
you ,  say ing ,  ‘Buy i t  before  those who s i t  here ,
and  before  the  e lders  of  my peop le . ’  I f  you  w i l l
redeem i t ,  redeem i t ;  but  i f  you  w i l l  not  redeem
it ,  then  te l l  me ,  that  I  may know.  For  there  i s
no  one to  redeem i t  bes ides  you ;  and  I  am after
you . ”

  He  sa id ,  “ I  w i l l  redeem i t . ”

  5  Then Boaz  sa id ,  “On the  day you buy the
f ie ld  f rom the  hand of  Naomi ,  you  must  buy i t
a l so  f rom Ruth  the  Moab i tess ,  the  w i fe  of  the
dead ,  to  ra i se  up  the  name of  the  dead on  h i s  
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  i nher i tance . ”

  6  The near  k insman sa id ,  “ I  can ’ t  redeem i t  for
myse l f ,  lest  I  endanger  my own inher i tance .  Take
my r ight  of  redempt ion  for  yourse l f ;  for  I  can ’ t
redeem i t . ”

  7  Now th i s  was  the  custom in  former  t ime in
I s rae l  concern ing  redeeming and concern ing
exchang ing ,  to  conf i rm a l l  th ings :  a  man took of f
h i s  sanda l ,  and  gave i t  to  h i s  ne ighbor ;  and  th i s
was  the  way of  formal i z ing  t ransact ions  in  I s rae l .
8  So  the  near  k insman sa id  to  Boaz ,  “Buy i t  for
yourse l f , ”  then he  took of f  h i s  sanda l .     

Notes:
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  9  Boaz  sa id  to  the  e lders  and to  a l l  the
peop le ,You are  w i tnesses  today ,  that  I  have
bought  a l l  that  was  E l ime lech ’s ,  and  a l l  that  was
Ch i l i on ’ s  and  Mah lon ’s ,  f rom the  hand of  Naomi .
10  Moreover ,  Ruth  the  Moab i tess ,  the  w i fe  of
Mah lon ,  I  have purchased to  be  my w i fe ,  to  ra i se
up the  name of  the  dead on  h i s  i nher i tance ,  that
the  name of  the  dead may not  be  cut  of f  f rom
among h i s  brothers  and f rom the  gate  of  h i s
p lace .  You  are  w i tnesses  today .”

  11  A l l  the  peop le  who were  in  the  gate ,  and  the
e lders ,  sa id ,  “We are  w i tnesses .  May the  LORD
make the  woman who has  come into  your  house
l ike  Rache l  and  l i ke  Leah ,  wh ich  both  bu i l t  the
house of  I s rae l ;  and  t reat  you  worth i ly  i n
Ephrathah ,  and  be  famous  in  Beth lehem.  12  Let
your  house be  l i ke  the  house of  Perez ,  whom
Tamar  bore  to  Judah ,  of  the  of fspr ing  wh ich  the
LORD w i l l  g ive  you  by th i s  young woman .”

  13  So  Boaz  took Ruth  and she  became h i s  w i fe ;
and  he  went  in  to  her ,  and  the  LORD enab led  her
to  conce ive ,  and  she  bore  a  son .  14  The women
sa id  to  Naomi ,  “B lessed be  the  LORD,  who has
not  le f t  you  today w i thout  a  near  k insman .  Let  
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h i s  name be famous  in  I s rae l .  15  He sha l l  be  to
you a  restorer  of  l i fe  and susta in  you  in  your  o ld
age ;  for  your  daughter - in - law,  who loves  you ,
who i s  better  to  you  than  seven sons ,  has  g iven
b i r th  to  h im .”  16  Naomi  took the  ch i ld ,  l a id  h im in
her  bosom,  and became nurse  to  h im .  17  The
women,  her  ne ighbors ,  gave h im a  name,  say ing ,
“A son i s  born  to  Naomi” .  They named h im Obed .
He i s  the  father  of  Jesse ,  the  father  of  Dav id .

  18  Now th i s  i s  the  h i s tory  of  the  generat ions  of
Perez :  Perez  became the  father  of  Hezron ,  19
and Hezron became the  father  of  Ram,  and Ram
became the  father  of  Amminadab ,  20  and
Amminadab became the  father  of  Nahshon ,  and
Nahshon became the  father  of  Sa lmon ,  21  and
Sa lmon became the  father  of  Boaz ,  and  Boaz
became the  father  of  Obed ,  22  and Obed became
the father  of  Jesse ,  and  Jesse  became the  father
of  Dav id .   
     Notes:
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Fresco of Boaz and Ruth Wedding
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